Revista de Stiinge Militare ~3/2021 ‘

COORDONATE OPERATIONALE ALE PRIMULUI
RAZBOI MONDIAL IN ORIENTUL MIJLOCIU

OPERATIONAL COORDINATES OF THE FIRST
WORLD WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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Rezumat: In contextul general al Primului Rézboi Mondial, Orientul
Mijlociu era o zond cu relevantd specificd. Existd diferite interpretdri cu privire la
caracterul distinctiv al evolutiilor militare din Orientul Mijlociu in timpul
rdazboiului, argumentdndu-se cd acest teatru de operatii a fost integrat strategic in
abordarea generala a Aliatilor. Existd anumite ratiuni in aceastd idee, avand in
vedere rolul dominant al Regatului Unit care a modelat prioritatile operationale.
In afard de aceasta, in intreaga perioadd de rizboi, Orientul Mijlociu a fost
interconectat cu evolutiile de pe alte teatre, in special in Franta si Caucaz. Acesta
a fost initial conceput pentru a servi ca zond de inscenare pentru trupele care
veneau din diferite parti ale Imperiului Britanic, precum si pentru ruta de tranzit
economic intre Europa §i Asia. Din 1916, Orientul Mijlociu a fost abordat diferit
de catre aliati, care au incercat sd forteze Puterile Centrale sd isi extindd
angajamentele in acest domeniu cu beneficii potentiale in ameliorarea presiunii pe
fronturile europene. Mai mult, britanicii, Franta si prima parte a rdzboiului,
Imperiul Rus, au perceput razboiul din Orientul Mijlociu ca un instrument de
promovare a intereselor hegemonice pentru extinderea ariei lor de influentd in
diferite parti ale acestei zone. Pe ldngd aceastd abordare, extinderea rdazboiului in
Orientul Mijlociu a beneficiat de sprijinul exprimat de mari componente ale
populatiei arabe. Din perspectiva lor, rdzboiul a fost considerat o oportunitate de
a scapa de ocupatia otomand si de a indeplini aspiratia nationald de independentd.

Dintr-o perspectivd mai operationald, rdzboiul din Orientul Mijlociu a fost
condus intr-un mod distinct datoritd conditiilor geografice si climatice particulare.
In acest context, dimensiunea fortelor, metoda de angajare, precum si caracterul
comun au fost usor diferite de cele aplicate in Franta, de exemplu. Cu toate
acestea, campaniile desfdsurate in Orientul Mijlociu au facut ca acest teatru de
operatii sd fie cel mai dinamic, in timp ce anumite tactici inovatoare au fost
aplicate in mod coordonat.
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Abstract: In the overall context of the First World War Middle East was an
area of specific relevance. There are different interpretations on the distinctiveness
of the military evolutions in the Middle East during the war being argued that this
theater of operations was strategically integrated in the general Allied approach.
There is certain rationale in this idea given the dominant role of the United
Kingdom which shaped the operational priorities. Besides that, during the entire
period of war, Middle East was interlinked with the evolutions on other theaters,
especially in France and Caucasus. It was initially designed to serve as staging
area for troops coming from different parts of British Empire, as well as the
economic transit route between Europe and Asia. Since 1916, Middle East was
approached different by the Allies which tried to force the Central Powers to
extend their commitments in this area with potential benefits in relieving the
pressure on European fronts. Furthermore, British, France and fort the first part of
the war, Russian Empire perceived the war in the Middle East as a tool to promote
hegemonic interests for expanding their area of influence in different parts of this
area. Besides this approach, expanding the war in the Middle East benefitted of the
support expressed by large components of Arab population. From their
perspective, the war was regarded as an opportunity to get rid of the Ottoman
occupation and to fulfill national aspiration for independence.

From a more operational perspective, the war in the Middle East was
conducted in a distinct way due to the particular geographic and climatic
conditions. In this context, the size of the forces, the method of employment as well
as the joint character was slightly different of those applied in France, for
instance. Nevertheless, the campaigns conducted in Middle East made this theater
of operations as the most dynamic one, while certain innovative tactics were
applied in a coordinated way.
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Introducere

Indiferent de momentele istorice supuse analizei, evolutia Orientului
Mjlociu a fost marcatd din plin de conflicte si situatii de criza ale caror
efecte s-au regasit in creionarea profilului politic si nu numai al acestei
zone. Fie cd vorbim de perioada antica, marcatd de luptele pentru dominatie
intre statele din zona, expansiunea romand, continudnd cu aparitia si
raspandirea Islamului, derularea Cruciadelor si instaurarea dominatiei
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