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DEMOGRAPHY TRIUMPHS OVER GEOGRAPHY

Paul DOBRESCU*

Rezumat. Articolul de fata porneste de la premisa cd fenomenele demografice influenteaza
semnificativ procesele contemporane de dezvoltare si de crestere economicd. inainte de a fi
dezvoltata sau mai putin dezvoltata, lumea este locuita de populatii, iar evolutia gi miscarea
acestor populatii influenfeaza mai mult decdt orice altceva tabloul lumii de mdine. Am ales
pentru a discuta mai aplicat aceasta problema trei zone ale lumii: Europa (cu deosebire
problema prezentei musulmane pe continent), Statele Unite (fluxul demografic dintre Mexic
si SUA) si Siberia §i Orientul Indepdrtat rusesc (dezechilibrele demografice create pe
fluviul Amur intre populatia ruseasca si cea chinezd). Aceste zone atesta cat sunt de
complicate procesele demografice si cdt de consistente sunt tendintele pe termen lung pe
care le inaugureaza. Ca inegalitatile demografice pot fi intdlnite in arii geografice §i in
contexte diferite, cd ele cuprind, practic, toate regiunile lumii. Tn acest sens putem vorbi de
o problema globala. Evolutiile demografice inegale reprezinta o provocare la adresa
identitatilor de orice fel. Ele schimba tabloul lumii contemporane, iar aceasta prefacere
este Insofita tensiuni si instabilitafi care pot pune sub semnul intrebarii intregul set de
valori §i criterii cu care ne-am obisgnuit.

Abstract. This article is premised on the idea that population-related phenomena underlie
processes of development and economic growth, albeit not in a straightforward or simple
manner. It seeks to underline not merely the more basic relationship between economic
processes and the human factor underlying them but the major influence that contemporary
demographic trends will have on the global distribution of power. In order to discuss these
issues in more practical terms, we have chosen three regions whose demographic profile is
dramatic: Europe (more specifically the question of Muslim presence on the European
continent), US (the situation at the Mexican border) and Siberia and the Russian Far East
(the demographic imbalances created by the banks of the Amur river between the Russian
shrinking population and the Chinese booming one). These three regions illustrate the
complexity of both contemporary and future demographic phenomena. They show that
demographic asymmetries exist in different social and geographical settings and are
practically spread all around the world. They add to the argument that demography is a
truly global issue. The analysis highlights a deep layer of contemporary world that has the
capacity to change existing patterns irreversibly — the layer of demography, together with
all the processes entailed by it: unequal demographic evolution of groups and communities,
spatial movements and migration, changing patterns of population distribution within a
country, group of countries or a world region, different demographic densities of various
territories. These are quiet, long-term, and less visible processes, which partly accounts for
them not being discussed too heavily. Unequal demographic rates pose a major challenge
to identities of any kind: group, regional or national identities. Technology creates
disparities, but demographic imbalances breed long-lasting instability. The current
demographic processes shift the tectonic plates that history has slowly accumulated in the
shape of habits, values, cultures. These tectonic shifts will likely awaken identities and
claims to identity, creating the proper ground for tensions, clashes, even open conflicts.
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