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GLOBALIZATION AND THE INFORMATION SOCIETY:
ROMANIAN SOCIETY
AND THE CULTURE OF CONSUMPTION

Viorella MANOLACHE!

Rezumat: Conform teoreticienilor postmodernismului, am fi tentafi (din punct de vedere
politic) sa ne intrebam daca are cu adevarat sens acest efort de situare in modernitate
sau in postmodernitate. Raspunsul filosofiei la aceasta problemd politica tine de apelul la
mostenirile proxime si negarea a ceea ce se accepta ca fiind structuri stabile ale fiintei.
La ora actuala, in ciuda globalizarii si a efectelor sale, resimtite in efortul comun de a
construi un spafiu social, economic, politic nou, traversam o perioada de insecuritate §i
de defulare a megalothimiei in democratiile liberale contemporane. Cele trei tipuri
postmoderne mentionate in acest studiu (Subdezvoltatul-Supradezvoltatul; Claustratul;
Clona sau Automatul) creeazad, in realitatea romdneascad, o imagine filmata plasata in
extazul comunicdrii. In ciuda lipsei energiei §i a iluziilor, am dorit sd regdsim in refeaua
comunicarii romdnesti un anume spatiu critic §i o imanenta a sacrilegiului asupra
semnului!

Abstract: According to the theoreticians of postmodernism, we would be (politically)
tempted to find a reason for the effort of taking a stand in modernism — postmodernism.
From the political philosophy point of view, the answer to this (political) matter is
connected to the proximal inheritance and to denying what is considered stable structures
of the human being. Despite globalization and its effects that were felt in the common effort
to build a new social, economic, political sphere, we are going through a time of insecurity
and of dissolution of megalothymy in contemporary liberal democracies. The three
postmodern types mentioned in this study (Overabundance-Shortage; The Hostage; Clone
or the automaton) create, in the Romanian reality, a filmed image placed in the ecstasy of
communication. Despite the lack of energy and illusion effects from the Romanian
communications network, we wanted to find a particular critical area and the immanence
of sacrilegious upon the sign!
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Romanian society, which exited the Soviet insulation processes and its specific
protection abuses, has attempted to diminish the impact between the Romanian
democratization phenomenon and the global one. Most of the Romanian political
parties meet the political and social dissatisfactions, offering some guidelines
capable of diminishing the differentiation. We remind, in this respect, Durkheim’s
sociological theories, mostly on what concerns the difference between the notion
of work and that of spare time, religion, home, etc.
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