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Motto

To our illustrious predecessors Emil
Racovitza, Grigore Antipa and loan Borcea

Introduction

Man has always wanted to know, face and enjoy the beauty, challenges and
riches of the seas and oceans of the world that obviously seemed endless to him.

The name of the Pontic basin comes from the double name: Pontus Euxinus
in antiquity and the Black Sea in modern times, both having a common and
analogous source. The ancient peoples knew the Iranian term akhsaena, meaning
"dark", "gloomy", "black”. Sailing in the Black Sea, the Greeks took from the
natives the word akhsaena, which they took for the insufficiently known sea at
first as Pontos axeinos (inhospitable sea), an ominous name which they later
replaced with Pontos euxinos (friendly sea), as the Storm Head will later become
the Head of Good Hope. The Romans emphasized the word pontus, which
characterizes the sea in general. Westerners, who entered this sea after the Mongol
conquests, named it Mare Majus, Mar Maggiore or Mer Maiour, the greatest sea,
instead of the Black Sea. The name of the Greatest Sea was taken over by Italian
sailors from the Jews who prayed to God to protect them in their activities on the
Mediterranean. In the cartographic documents, portolans (nautical charts), the
Black Sea appears with the same name. It is an extension of the realities of integration
in the Mediterranean maritime space of the Black Sea as well, from a commercial and
maritime point of view, of course also politically (Abulafia, 2014).

The name was also taken over by the chancellery of the first rulers of
Muntenia and Moldavia, as the “great sea” appearing as the extreme limit of the
possessions held at the end of the 14th century. Since then it returns to the color
connotation. In Greek mavri thalassa appeared since 1265 in the treaty with
Venice, and Mare Nigrum appears from 1338. The present name Black Sea
(Marea Neagra in Romanian) is identical in all the languages of the six coastal
states: Uepnoe wmope (Russian), Yopae wmope (Ukrainian), YepHo wmope
(Bulgarian), sgo bw©gs (georgian) and Kara Deniz (Turkish), respectively.
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