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A Posthumous tribute to my dearest friend
PhD Prof. Klaus Werner Battes (1943-2021)

54 years ago, more precisely on 10 November 1967, on the halls of the Faculty of
Biology from lasi, | metby chance a graduate of the Cluj biology school who was my age,
namely Klaus Werner Battes. In engaging in a conversation with him, I could not help
noticing some strange coincidences: we were the same age, we had graduated from the
faculty with similar averages and, upon graduation and distribution in June, we had opted
for the same type of institution (regional state farm trusts), which, unfortunately, had just
been closed and, hence, we were trying to become colleagues in the same research
institution. At the moment we met, we were both competing for two biologist positions at
the famous “Stejarul” Biological, Geological and Geographical Research Station, founded
in 1957 by “Al. 1. Cuza” University of lasi, in a location raised by Alexandru Lapusneanu
in Pangarati (Neamt). This institution was to become over the years a founding school in
the above-mentioned fields, which contributed to our professional formation and helped
many of us to ascend all the way to the top of Romanian scientific research and of the
higher education ladder. It was at that time, in 1967, that we became not only co-workers
and co-sufferers (I am saying this because that legendary institution ceased to exist in
1982), but also closest friends. What bonded us for life was respect and mutual trust and
our relationships became so tight that we felt like brothers to one another.

I had never imagined myself speaking in the past about one of my dearest friends
of all times. | was actually preparing to write a celebratory article when he would turn 80
and | had asked for a CV from his youngest daughter Karina in order to do this. This was
not meant to be as fate decided otherwise and my friend left this world on the morning of
November 5™ 2021. | can still remember that Klaus of 54 years ago, passionate for
reading (especially history) and mountain hikes, eager to become a first rank professional
in animal physiology. Our life on top of Paru hill from Pangarati was harsh and rough,
but it strengthened us and made us boldly face any hardships and challenges and find
most often solutions to further our professional course. For two years, we shared the same
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dormitory in the precincts of that institution, which helped us to get closer by getting to
know each other much better. There are so many unforgettable memories that | treasure
from the first two years in Pangérati, when we were both public employees, which meant
that we could have a more relaxed work programme. But that was not to last, as we were
soon exposed to some harsh reality in 1970, when we turned from a public-funded
institution to one of research in economic regime. It was then that our constant worries
for the future started, along with the struggle to identify viable projects that would be of
interest to potential beneficiaries. That was a burden that seemed too heavy to carry on
our insufficiently trained “research shoulders”. It felt like an earthquake at the beginning,
but, gradually, we adapted to this new reality and managed to find solutions to overcome
difficulties and make progress.

I could write whole page about my friend and brother Klaus Werner Battes, as
he was a researcher and a man who did not live in vain, who served with ambition,
dedication and passion the profession he had embraced, who neglected his health and
even his family for a good period of his life, to leave a lasting work to posterity. He was
born on October 12, 1943, when the war was in full swing, in the village of Sanpetru
near Brasov, he attended primary and general school in Mateias and respectively
Sanpetru, Theoretical high school no. 3 (today “Dr. loan Megotd” National College
from Brasov), and the Faculty of Biology within ”Babes-Bolyai” University from Cluj-
Napoca. After 1970, he collaborated for several years on a project to grow rainbow trout
in floating ponds on the Bicaz reservoir, initiated by Dr. lonel Miron after a model he
had observed at a specialization in Belgium. In Potoci, an experimental base of the
“Stejarul” Station was created in 1967, so there were premises for the implementation
of such a project. It was like a real adventure, which enabled an important group of
researchers, technicians and workers and a huge effort to develop and apply this
technology of cultivating rainbow trout in the conditions of Bicaz Lake. The work field
of the group moved from Bicaz Lake to the lake in Tansa(Belcesti) from Iasi county and
then on the dam lake from Vaduri (Neamt). Without going into details, | appreciate that
a significant contribution to the creation of the necessary infrastructure, setting the work
steps, detailing each aspect of research and solving it, etc., was due to my colleague
Klaus Battes, who spared no physical and intellectual effort, and capitalised on his
professional training and creative potential, intuition and inspiration in completing the
project. It was a good experience for the whole research group involved, but — as is
often the case, some things go well for a while, then they are marred by personal
interests and pride. The way the tasks were divided, the way the results of this research
were assumed and capitalised, etc., dissatisfied my colleague Battes, who could not
stand the abuse and the lack of fair play. It was then that he felt the urge to make his
own way in researchand formed a new working group in Pangarati with the theme
”Physiology of stress in aquaculture”. He was a non-conflicting guy, but with a strong
personality, who cared a lot about his work, his results, his image. In the 1970s, under
the leadership of acad. Petre Jitariu, he prepared his doctoral thesis entitled ,, Ritmul de
crestere si metabolismul respirator la pestii crescuti in conditii naturale, in bazine de
retentie si in cresterea intensiva dirijata” [Growth rate and respiratory metabolism in
fish raised in natural conditions, in retention ponds and in intensive directed growth],
which he defended publicly in December 1978.
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After the restructuring of the “Stejarul” Research Station in Pangarati in 1982,
most of its specialists in the field of limnology formed a working group that established
in the “Laboratory of Aquatic Ecology and Aquaculture” (LCAEA) in Piatra Neamt,
under the leadership of Dr. Klaus Battes, a laboratory subordinated to the Fish Research
Station in Podu lloaiei and then to the Research Centre for Fish Production and
Industrialisation in Galati. The relations between the Laboratory in Piatra Neamt
(consisting of 39 employees - of which 17 specialists, most of them doctors in science)
and Galati Centre were not among the best, given the notable differences regarding the
level of specialisation of researchers and the experience gained in research, etc., which
made the mission of the laboratory head, Dr. Klaus Battes, a difficult one in finding
solutions for collaboration in an unfavourable and unprincipled situation. It was also
probably difficult for the team from Galati to understand the purpose of specialists in
algology, aquatic microbiology, zooplankton, zoobenthos, etc. - fields of work covered by
their colleagues from Piatra Neamt, in an institute aimed at growing and industrialising
fish. There was an obvious difference in the way this research was designed and
approached to determine the production and productivity of an aquatic ecosystem.
Without yielding to the pressure exerted by his superiors, Dr. Klaus Battes continued his
rigorous and tireless work, and his outstanding results helped him to advance to the
position of scientific researcher degree | in 1991 and to receive in the same year
recognition and consecration by his election as a corresponding member of “Ton Ionescu
Sisesti” Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences from Bucharest.

The main scientific directions in which the researcher Klaus Werner Battes
contributed and became known were: - the biology of fish farming in natural and man-
made waters; - physiology of stress in conditions of fish growth (cyprinids and
salmonids) in intensive and super-intensive system (floating ponds); - physiology of
nutrition in fish under the conditions of feeding with various recipes of concentrated feed,;
- production and optimization of fish feed, depending on species and age; - research on
the directed reproduction of salmonids; - monitoring of ichthyofauna in inland waters,
etc. Despite the difficulties he faced, the years spent in Pangarati and LCAEA Piatra
Neamt were particularly fertile in his activity, materializing in: - the realization of an
operative installation in fish for the study of nutrition (implantation of probes and fistulas
in the digestive tract) and the physiology of stress (cannulation of blood vessels); - pilot
stations for raising salmonids and cyprinids in floating ponds; - elaboration of
concentrated granulated feed recipes for fish (including by age) and construction in
Savinesti (Neamt) of a pilot station for their production (having a capacity of about 1000
tons/year); - use of zeolites in fish farming; - construction of a salmonid selection and
reproduction station in Vaduri (Neamt); - design of a carp breeding facility in recirculated
hot water and geothermal water at Teremia Mare (Timis) etc. These activities involved
hard work, a lot of field work, frequent and long-term field trips (undertaken for a long
time with the personal car), maintenance of experimental batches of fish, periodic
biometric measurements, studies of physiology and biochemistry, etc., conducted under
harsh weather conditions of wind, rain and cold. Practicing excellence in research, he did
not take into account the fact that working in such conditions would ruin his health.

The difficult collaboration, the humiliations endured for years on the part of his
superiors from Galati, the obstructions encountered in the activity of researcher and
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manager of the Laboratory from Piatra Neamt and other problems put to test Dr. Klaus
Battes' patience. He was not in favour of compromises, as honesty, fairness, decency and
respect in inter-human relations were his watch words. He analysed the situation and
found that he could no longer work under the given conditions and identified an
honourable solution, which allowed him to continue his activity and highlight his research
and teaching experience. In Bacéu, the Biology-ecology specialisation was re-established
in 1990 at the University, so, two years later, he applied for a position as a lecturer,
having as main academic specialisation “Animal and human physiology”; in 1997, he
promoted to the position of full professor. At university, he found not only the peace of
creation and a conducive work atmosphere, but also the place where he could share his
professional knowledge and life experience with young students and masters, thus
contributing to their training. Here, he formed another working group that focused on the
management, reconstruction and conservation of aquatic ecosystems and wetlands, rivers
and lakes in Romania, introducing multiparameter ecological indices that characterize
their condition. Within an international research programme, he coordinated an
interdisciplinary group of Romanian specialists for the establishment and implementation
of a European Fish Index (EFI).

This brief list of his concerns and scientific contributions accounts for the modern
and original way in which Dr. Klaus Battes designed his research, the fertile synthesis he
made between his knowledge and skills as a biologist and the skills acquired in the field
of fish farming, as well as the fruitful way in which he combined theoretical and applied
research. From the studies in the haematology of fish by the young biologist Klaus Battes,
to the growth of some fish species under controlled conditions, the highlighting of the
physiological stress induced by these conditions, the identification of feeding recipes by
species and age and to the monitoring of fish populations in the country's rivers, it was a
long journey, taken with a lot of creativity, with hard work, with deprivations of all kinds,
but also with satisfactions. It should be noted that all this research, undertaken for almost
four decades within working groups, was carried out with funding from research contracts
and grants, which is also a difficult task.

Researcher and Professor Klaus Battes organised and participated with papers on
his fields of interesting round tables, symposia and conferences organised in the country
and abroad. He was part of the group that initiated in 1996 at “Vasile Alecsandri”
University of Bacau, the symposium “Ecology and protection of ecosystems”, which held
its 13th edition this year. He was an active factor in the life of the Biology Department of
“Vasile Alecsandri” University of Bacau, contributing through its entire activity and
competence to its achievements, to the prestige of the Bacdu school of biology. As a
teacher, he taught courses in: Animal and human physiology, Higher nervous activity,
Ethology and Methodology of scientific research.

He coordinated a large number of bachelor's and dissertation papers, first degree
works in pre-university education, was co-opted in reference commissions for the
scientific title of doctor of biology at several universities in the country, trained future
specialists in his fields of expertise and supported some young people in the elaboration
of doctoral theses. He was a member of the Association of Scientists, president of the
Romanian Society of Limnology, vice president of the Society of Ichthyology and
Agquaculture, member of the Romanian Society of Ecology, member of the editorial staff
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of specialized journals in the country. His attitude at the department was impeccable,
being close, caring and tolerant with the young students and equally appreciated and
respected by them. In 2008, however, things at the university also went in the wrong
direction. Although he was in full creative force and could have made significant
professional contributions for many years, including in the "growth" of young researchers
from the department, he was forced to retire, because this is what happens when the reins
of power of institutions, organisations and even of the country get in the wrong hands.

Researcher and academic Klaus Werner Battes leaves behind an important work,
capitalised in production but also in over 148 scientific articles published in specialised
journals in the country and abroad, 9 patents, 10 books and book chapters, 9 textbooks
and practical workbooks for students and masters. Many of these will remain valuable
reference material for those who engage in research on the fields developed by Professor
Battes. Certainly, two of the monographs in which he collaborated: ,,Lacul de acumulare
Izvorul Muntelui — Bicaz. Studiu limnologic” [The accumulation lake Izvorul Muntelui -
Bicaz. Limnological Study], published in 1983 by the Romanian Academy Publishing
House and “Danube Delta, Genesis and Biodiversity”(coordinated by C. and M.
Tudorancea), published in 2006 in a Dutch publishing house (in which Professor Battes
collaborated with a chapter dedicated to Ichthyology), will remain reference works in the
field of limnology.

Much can be said about the man and the family man Klaus Battes. My good
friend has not been spared trouble in his life. When | met him, he told me with great pain
in his soul about the drama that his family had gone through after the establishment of the
communist regime. Without any guilt, tens of thousands of ethnic Germans in Romania
were subjected in 1945 to the persecution of the new regime, evicted from their homes,
deprived of wealth and deported to various areas of the country (especially in Baragan,
which had become a kind of Siberia of Romania) and outside it (in Dombas - Ukraine,
Siberia - Russia, etc.), from where many have not returned. What a misfortune, what a
tragedy for the poor people! Klaus' family was taken out of the house in Sanpetru and
deported to the village of Mateias, about 70 km from Brasov, where he lived between
1945 and 1954. When they returned to their home in Sanpetru, they found nothing in the
yard and the house was empty and in an advanced stage of degradation. Shortly after we
moved to Pangarati, Klaus lost his mother (Regine) due to a heart attack, a moment that
deeply affected him, because only God is above of mother on Earth. His father
(Christian), left alone at a young age, remarried to a German ethnic who had left Romania
after the war and settled in Federal Germany, and in 1972, he left the country. After his
father left, his brother Horst filed a formal request to the local authorities to leave for
Germany for good. After three years of tribulations and pressures of all kinds, his brother
saw his dream come true and left the country with his wife Adele and children Horst, Udo
and Ralf. Left alone, Klaus Battes did not leave his country, feeling that he could find
professional achievement and have a successful career. And he was not wrong. From
genuine Transylvanian, he became an “adopted” Moldavian (as he liked to say), choosing
as his wife Laura Floria, a young woman who originated in this fairy-tale land of the
country. However, life was not easy on him even after that. The first blow of fate was the
closing down of the Pangarati Station in 1982; he then miraculously survived two serious
car accidents; in 1994, he found it impossible to attend his father's burial ceremony, as he
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failed to obtain from the Romanian authorities the necessary approvals to enter Germany
in due time; in 2011, he suffered a heart attack, followed by a difficult open-heart
surgery, which seriously impacted on his health.

All of us who knew him lost on November 5, 2021 a good colleague and friend,
an important personality of Romanian biology, a valuable and tireless researcher, a
teacher well-respected by students, but also the special and balanced man who was Klaus
Werner Battes — correct in his relations with peers, objective, talkative, forgiving, ready
to help you in any situation, a perfect family man. For more than two decades he was
preoccupied with field and laboratory research work and could not be with his family
every day. During all this time, however, he made sure his family would not miss
anything, his wife Laura and his daughters Raluca and Karina, of whom he was proud of
how they grew up and what they became as individuals and professionals, and enjoyed
the respect and care his daughters had for those who gave birth to them. He also loved
and cherished his sons-in-law, Eusebius and Leonard, and was confident that he would
leave behind a beautiful family, united for good and evil. He was grateful to Raluca and
Eusebius for their special care due to which his life extended by ten more years. | also felt
satisfied that he had descendants in his family and in another aspect: in research and
higher education — Karina graduating from Cluj-Napoca the same faculty as him and
becoming herself an academic; and Malina — his granddaughter, who carries on his
mother tongue, as a student at the oldest university in the country. For Malinut, as he
fondly called her, he had a great weakness. He often spoke of her with great enthusiasm,
with immeasurable love and the admiration which is typical of grandparents. Two weeks
before he left us, probably feeling that time was running out for him, Klaus had his car
checked in order to offer it to his dear granddaughter. Milina, in her turn, saw her
grandfather as the providential man, “The Sun-Man”, as she beautifully portrayed him in
an essay. She confessed to me that, to her, “he was more than a grandfather or a teacher
(at every meal served together, there was also a history lesson as a side dish), more than
a model, a “human encyclopedia ”.... He was the one who helped me with everything
with a striking joy .... Now he is the sum of all the memories that make the suffering a
little more bear able, those memories that | constantly refresh so as not to forget him, to
lose a smile or a split second, in which a grandfather proudly looks at his
granddaughter."

In recent years, every time | met him or talked to him on the phone, he would try
to make me accept the idea that his days were numbered. | protested in vain upon hearing
him, often with detachment and a smile on my face, as if it were not about his life.
Moreover, | tried to encourage him not to give up, to make him forget about his health
problems. Unfortunately, he was right, because he felt what he was going through, how
things really were about his health, but I kept hoping that he would come out victorious
again. We were very close as family and friends, |1 have many beautiful memories of him,
but also delicate and difficult moments we spent together in Pangarati and Bacdu. He had
become like a brother to me, so it is hard for me to admit that he is no longer among us
and that | will be deprived in the future of the long and interesting discussions on various
topics, in person or on the phone, of his competence not only in matters of biology, but
also in those of national and universal history.
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I feel overwhelmed every time I find that half of the best “knights” from the
fortress of science in Pangarati have risen to Heaven. One by one, my colleagues and
friends keep parting with this world. Any parting is hard to take, but the final ones are
extremely painful. 1 don't know how I'm going to recover from my parting with Klaus,
but I know that I'm going to miss him so much, that I've lost the one | trusted the most,
the friend | trusted in every circumstance, the man I've always relied on for 54 years.
People like Klaus Battes are less and less common in Romanian society. My wife and |
pray to the Lord to rest his noble soul in a place of honour. He will enjoy our not passing
him into oblivion for as long as we live.

November 28", 2021

PhD Prof. Gogu Ghiorghita
Full member of the Romanian Academy of Scientists
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Omagiu postum unui mare prieten
Prof. univ. dr. Klaus Werner Battes (1943-2021)

In urma cu 54 de ani, mai exact in 10 noiembrie 1967, intdlneam pe salile Facultitii de
Biologie de la Iasi un absolvent al scolii clujene de biologie, de aceeasi varstd cu mine, pe
numele sdu Klaus Wemer Battes. Intrand in discutie cu el aveam sa constat niste coincidente
stranii: eram de aceeasi varsta, terminasem facultatea cu medii apropiate, la repartitia din iunie
dupa absolvirea facultatii optasem améandoi pentru o institutie (trusturi regionale gostat) care
intre timp fusese desfiintata si incercam acum sa devenim colegi la aceeasi unitate de cercetare.
Amandoi dadeam concurs pentru ocuparea a doud posturi de biolog la faimoasa Statiune de
cercetdri biologice, geologice si geografice ”’Stejarul”, infiintatd in 1957 de catre Universitatea
”Al. I. Cuza” din lasi Intr-o ctitorie a lui Alexandru Lapusneanu de la Pangarati (Neamt). O
institutie care avea sa devina peste ani o adevarata scoald in domeniile amintite, care ne-a format
profesional si ne-a ajutat pe multi dintre noi sa urcam pana 1n varful ierarhiei in cercetarea
stiintifica si n invatamantul superior romanesc. Atunci, in 1967, am devenit colegi de serviciu
si de suferinta - as spune (acea institutie de legenda incetand sa existe in 1982), dar si foarte buni
prieteni. Respectul si increderea reciproca ne-a unit pe viata, relatiile dintre noi devenind atat de
stranse, Tncat ne consideram ca si frati.

Nu credeam sa ajung sa vorbesc la trecut despre unul dintre cei mai buni prieteni ai mei
dintotdeauna. Ma pregateam chiar sa-i intocmesc un articol omagial pentru momentul cand
devenea octogenar si in acest sens solicitasem un CV de la Karina, fiica sa cea mica. N-a fost sa
fie, soarta hotérand altfel, prietenul meu plecand dintre noi pentru totdeauna in dimineata zilei
de 5 noiembrie 2021. Mi-1 amintesc si acum pe acel Klaus din urma cu 54 de ani, pasionat de
lecturd (in domeniul istoriei mai ales) si de drumetii montane, dar si dornic sa devind un
profesionist de primd marime in domeniul fiziologiei animale. Viata noastra acolo sus, pe dealul
Paru de la Pangarati, a fost aspra si durd, dar ne-a calit si ne-a facut sa nu dam nici un pas inapoi
in fata greutatilor si provocéarilor vremii, sd gasim mai tot timpul solutii de izbanda si de progres
continuu 1n profesie. Timp de vreo doi ani am impartit amandoi o camerd de locuit in incinta
acelei institutii, ceea ce ne-a ajutat sd ne cunoastem mai bine, sa ne apropiem mult unul de altul.
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Céte amintiri de neuitat am strans in primii doi ani de Pangarati, cand conditia de bugetari ne
permitea sd avem un program de lucru mai lejer. A venit insa anul 1970, care ne-a pus 1n fata
unei realitati dure, trecerea la cercetarea in regim economic. Au inceput atunci grijile pentru
ziua de mdine, de a identifica proiecte si preocupari care s intereseze eventuali beneficiari,
moment extrem de dificil pentru “umerii” nostri inca fragili in cercetare. A fost un soi de
cutremur la inceput, dar treptat ne-am adaptat situatiei si am gasit solutii pentru a iesi din impas
sl a progresa continuu.

Despre prietenul si fratele meu Klaus Werner Battes as putea scrie multe, fiind
cercetdtorul si omul care nu a trait degeaba, care a slujit cu ambitie, daruire si pasiune meseria
aleasa, care si-a neglijat sanatatea si chiar familia o buna perioada din viata, pentru a lasa
posteritatii o opera durabila. S-a nascut in 12 octombrie 1943, cand razboiul era in toi, in
comuna Sanpetru de langa Brasov, a urmat scoala primara si generald la Mateias si respectiv
Séanpetru, liceul teoretic nr. 3 (astdzi Colegiul National ”Dr. loan Mesota” din Brasov),
Facultatea de Biologie din cadrul Universitatii Babes-Bolyai de la Cluj-Napoca. Dupa 1970, a
colaborat timp de cativa ani la un proiect privind cresterea pastravului curcubeu in viviere
flotabile pe lacul de acumulare de la Bicaz, initiat de dr. Ionel Miron dupa un model pe care il
ntalnise la o specializare in Belgia. La Potoci se crease in 1967 o baza experimentala a
Statiunii ”Stejarul”, asa Incét erau premize pentru implementarea unui astfel de proiect. A fost
ca o adevaratd aventurd, care a capacitat un grup important de cercetatori, tehnicieni si
muncitori si un efort urias pentru punerea la punct si aplicarea acestei tehnologii de cultivare a
pastravului curcubeu in conditiile lacului de la Bicaz. Fara a intra in detalii, apreciez ca un
aport Tnsemnat la crearea infrastructurii necesare, stabilirea etapelor de lucru, detalierea
fiecarui aspect de cercetare si rezolvarea lui etc, a revenit colegului Klaus Battes, care nu a
precupetit nici un efort fizic si intelectual, si-a pus in valoare pregatirea profesionald si
potentialul creativ, intuitia si inspiratia in ducerea la bun sfarsit a proiectului. A fost o
experientd buna pentru Tntregul grup de cercetare implicat, dar - asa cum se intimpla adesea,
unele lucruri merg bine o vreme, dupa care apar interese si orgolii personale. Modul cum erau
impartite sarcinile, cum erau asumate si valorificate rezultatele acestor cercetari s. a., 1-au
nemultumit pe colegul Battes, care nu suporta abuzurile, lipsa de fair-play. A simtit atunci
nevoia de a-si croi propriul drum in cercetare, de a-si pune in valoare valentele si a format un
grup nou de lucru la Pangarati avand ca tematica “Fiziologia stresului in acvacultura”. Era un
tip neconflictual, dar cu personalitate, care tinea mult la munca sa, la rezultatele ei, la imaginea
lui. Frontul de lucru al grupului s-a mutat de pe lacul de la Bicaz, pe lacul de la Tansa
(Belcesti) din judetul Iasi si mai apoi pe lacul de baraj de la Vaduri (Neamt). Tn anii 1970, sub
conducerea acad. Petre Jitariu, si-a pregatit teza de doctorat intitulatd “Ritmul de crestere si
metabolismul respirator la pestii crescufi \n conditii naturale, in bazine de retentie si in
cresterea intensiva dirijatd”’, pe care a sustinut-0 public n decembrie 1978.

Dupa restructurarea in 1982 a Statiunii de cercetari ”Stejarul” de la Pangarati, cei mai
multi dintre specialistii ei in domeniul limnologiei au format un grup de lucru ce s-a constituit in
’Laboratorul de ecologie acvatic si acvaculturd” (LCAEA) de la Piatra Neamt, sub conducerea
dr. Klaus Battes, laborator aflat pentru scurt timp in subordinea Statiunii de cercetari piscicole
din Podu Iloaiei si apoi a Centrului de cercetari pentru producerea si industrializarea pestelui
din Galati. Relatiile dintre Laboratorul pietrean (format din 39 de salariati - din care 17
specialisti, majoritatea doctori in stiintd) si Centrul galatean nu au fost dintre cele mai bune, intre
cele doud unitati fiind diferente notabile privind nivelul de specializare al cercetatorilor,
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conceptia de lucru, experienta dobandita in cercetare etc, astfel cd misiunea sefului de laborator
dr. Klaus Battes a fost una dificila in a gasi solutii de colaborare intr-o conjunctura nefavorabila
si neprincipiala. Era probabil greu pentru cei de la Galati sa inteleaga rostul unor specialisti In
algologie, microbiologie acvatica, zooplancton, zoobentos etc - domenii de lucru acoperite de
colegii din Piatra Neamt, intr-un institut ce viza cresterea si industrializarea pestelui. Era o
diferenta evidenta in modul de a concepe si aborda aceste cercetari menite sa stabileasca
productia si productivitatea unui ecosistem acvatic. Fara sa cedeze sicanelor sefilor sai, dr. Klaus
Battes a continuat munca sa riguroasd si neobosita, iar rezultatele ei deosebite I-au ajutat sa
promoveze pana la gradul de cercetator stiintific principal gr. I - in 1991 si sd primeasca in
acelasi an recunoastere si consacrare prin alegerea sa ca membru corespondent al Academiei de
Stiinte Agricole si Silvice ”’lon Ionescu” Sigesti”, din Bucuresti.

Principalele directii de lucru in care si-a adus contributia si s-a facut cunoscut
cercetatorul Klaus Werner Battes au fost: - biologia cresterii pestilor in ape naturale si
antropizate; - fiziologia stresului in conditii de crestere a pestilor (ciprinide si salmonide) n
sistem intensiv si superintensiv (viviere flotabile); - fiziologia nutritiei la pesti in conditiile
hranirii cu retete diverse de furaje concentrate; - producerea si optimizarea furajelor la pesti,
functie de specie si varstd; - cercetdri privind reproducerea dirijatd a salmonidelor; -
monitorizarea ihtiofaunei din apele interioare s. a. In ciuda dificultatilor cu care s-a confruntat,
anii petrecuti la Pangarati si la LCAEA Piatra Neamt au fost deosebit de fertili n activitatea sa,
concretizdndu-se in: - realizarea unei instalatii operatorii la pesti pentru studiul nutritiei
(implantarea de sonde si fistule in tubul digestiv) si a fiziologiei stresului (canularea unor vase
de sénge); - statii pilot pentru cresterea salmonidelor si ciprinidelor in viviere flotabile; -
elaborarea unor retete de furaje granulate concentrate pentru pesti (inclusiv pe varste) si
construirea la Savinesti (Neamt) a unei statii pilot de producere a acestora (avand o capacitate de
cca 1000 tone/an); - utilizarea zeolitilor in piscicultura; - realizarea la Tansa (Belcesti) si Vaduri
(Neamt) a unei statii pilot de selectie si reproducere a salmonidelor; - proiectarea unei instalatii
de crestere a crapului de culturd in ape calde recirculate si ape geotermale la Teremia Mare
(Timis) etc. Aceste preocupari au presupus o activitate laborioasd, multd munca in teren,
deplasari frecvente si de durata in teritoriu (intreprinse o bund perioadd de timp cu masina
personald), actiuni de intretinere a loturilor experimentale de pesti, masuratori biometrice
periodice, studii de fiziologie si biochimie s. a., efectuate in conditii meteo vitrege, pe vant,
ploaie si frig. Practicand excelenta in cercetare, nu a tinut cont de faptul ca activitatea in astfel de
conditii ii zdruncind sanatatea.

Colaborarea anevoioasd, umilintele indurate ani in sir din partea sefilor sai de la Galati,
obstructiile intalnite in activitatea de cercetator si manager al Laboratorului de la Piatra Neamt s.
a., I-au pus la grea incercare rabdarea dr. Klaus Battes. Nu era adeptul compromisurilor, cinstea,
corectitudinea, decenta si respectul in relatiile inter-umane fiind pentru el cuvinte de ordine. A
analizat situatia si a gdsit ¢ nu mai poate lucra in conditiile date, identificand o solutie onorants,
care 1i permitea continuarea preocupdrilor si punerea in valoare a experientei de cercetare si in
plan didactic. La Bacau, se reinfiintase in 1990 specializarea Biologie-ecologie in cadrul
Universitatii, asa cd doi ani mai tarziu a dat concurs si a ocupat aici un post de conferentiar,
avand ca specialitate de baza “Fiziologia animala si a omului”, iar in 1997 a promovat pe postul
de profesor titular. La universitate a gasit linistea de creatie si o atmosfera propice de lucru, dar
si locul in care putea Impartasi tinerilor studenti si masteranzi cunostintele profesionale si
experienta de viata, contribuind astfel la formarea acestora.
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La universitate a format un alt grup de lucru care s-a axat pe managementul,
reconstructia si conservarea ecosistemelor acvatice si a zonelor umede, a raurilor si lacurilor din
Roménia, introducand indici ecologici multiparametri care caracterizeazi starea acestora. in
cadrul unui program international de cercetare, a coordonat un grup interdisciplinar de
specialisti romani pentru stabilirea si introducerea in practica a unui indice piscicol european
(EFI — European Fish Index). Chiar si din aceasta succintd enumerare a preocuparilor si
contributiile sale stiintifice poti sa-ti faci o idee privind maniera moderna si originald in care a
conceput dr. Klaus Battes cercetdrile sale, sinteza fertild pe care a realizat-o intre cunostintele si
abilitatile sale de biolog si competentele insusite din mers in domeniul pisciculturii, modul
fericit in care a imbinat cercetarea teoretica cu cea aplicativa. De la studiile de hematologie la
pesti ale tanarului biolog Klaus Battes, la cresterea unor specii de pesti in conditii controlate,
evidentierea stresului fiziologic indus de aceste conditii, identificarea unor retete de furajare pe
specii si varste si pand la monitorizarea populatiilor de pesti din raurile tarii, a fost cale lunga,
parcursa cu multa creativitate, cu munca indarjita, cu privatiuni de tot felul, dar si cu satisfactii
pe masurd. De subliniat ca toate aceste cercetari, intreprinse timp de aproape patru decenii
impreund cu grupurile de lucru formate de el, s-au desfasurat cu finantare din contracte si
granturi de cercetare, misiune de asemenea dificila.

Cercetatorul si profesorul Klaus Battes a organizat si participat cu lucrari si referate Tn
domeniile de lucru abordate la mese rotunde, simpozioane si conferinte organizate in tara si in
straindtate. A facut parte din grupul ce a initiat in 1996 la Universitatea V. Alecsandri” din
Bacau simpozionul “Ecologia si protectia ecosistemelor”, care s-a aflat Tn aceast an la a 13-a
editie. A fost un factor activ in viata Sectiei de Biologie al Universitatii V. Alecsandri” din
Bacau, contribuind prin Intreaga sa activitate si competenta la realizirile acestuia, la prestigiul
scolii bacauane de biologie. Ca profesor a predat cursuri de: Fiziologie animala si a omului,
Activitate nervoasa superioara, Etologie, Metodica cercetarii stiintifice. A coordonat un numar
mare de lucrari de licenta si dizertatie, lucrari de gradul I in invatamantul pre-universitar, a fost
cooptat in comisii de referenti pentru acordarea titlului stiintific de doctor in biologie la mai
multe universitati din tard, a format viitori specialisti In domeniile sale de competenta, a sprijinit
unii tineri n elaborarea tezelor de doctorat. A fost membru al Asociatiei Oamenilor de Stiinta,
presedinte al Societatii de Limnologie din Romania, vicepresedinte al Societatilor de Thtiologie
si de Acvacultura, membru al Societatii de Ecologie din Romania, membru 1n colectivele de
redactie ale unor reviste de profil din tard. Tinuta sa la catedra a fost una impecabila, fiind
apropiat, grijuliu si tolerant cu tinerii invatacei si in aceeasi masura apreciat si respectat de catre
acestia. In 2008 insi si la la universitate lucrurile au evoluat intr-o directie gresiti. Desi era in
plind fortd creatoare si ar fi putut aduce ani buni contributii profesionale notabile, inclusiv in
“cresterea” tinerilor retinuti la catedra, a fost obligat sa se pensioneze, pentru ci asa se IntAmpla
cand la "butoanele” institutiilor, organizatiilor si chiar ale térii ajung oameni nepotriviti.

Cercetatorul si universitarul Klaus Werner Battes lasa in urma sa o opera importanta,
valorificata in productie dar si in cele peste 148 articole stiintifice publicate in reviste de profil
din tara si din strainatate, 9 brevete de inventie, 10 cérti si capitole de carti, 9 manuale si caiete
de lucrari practice pentru studenti si masteranzi. Multe dintre acestea vor rimane materiale
documentare valoroase pentru cei ce abordeaza cercetari pe profilul celor practicate de
profesorul Battes. Cu sigurantd, doud dintre monografiile la care a colaborat: ”Lacul de
acumulare lzvorul Muntelui — Bicaz. Studiu limnologic”, aparuta in 1983 in Editura
Academiei Romane si “"Danube Delta, Genesis and Biodiversity” (coordonata de C. and M.
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Omagiu postum unui mare prieten prof.univ.dr. Klaus Werner Battes (1943-2021)

Tudorancea), publicatd in 2006 intr-o editurd din Olanda (in care profesorul Battes a
colaborat cu un capitol amplu dedicat Thtiologiei), vor rimane lucrari de referintd in domeniul
limnologiei.

Despre omul si familistul Klaus Battes se pot spune multe. Bunul meu prieten nu a fost
ocolit de necazuri in viata sa. Cand l-am cunoscut Tmi relata cu mare durere in suflet drama prin
care trecuse familia sa dupa instaurarea regimului comunist. Fara sa fii avut vreo vina, zeci de
mii de etnici germani din Roménia au fost supusi in 1945 prigoanei noului regim, scosi din
casele lor, deposedati de averi si deportati in diverse zone din tara (in Baragan mai ales, care
devenise un fel de Siberie a Romaniei) si in afara ei (in Dombas — Ucraina, Siberia — Rusia,
etc.), de unde multi nu s-au mai ntors. Ce nenorocire, ce tragedie pe capul bietilor oameni!
Familia lui Klaus a fost scoasa din casa de la Sanpetru si deportatd in satul Mateias, la vreo 70
km de Brasov, unde a locuit intre 1945 si 1954. Cand au revenit la locuinta lor din S&npetru, nu
au mai gasit nimic prin curte, iar casa era goala si intr-un stadiu avansat de degradare. La scurt
timp dupa ce ne-am instalat la Pangarati, Klaus si-a pierdut mama (Regine) in urma unui infarct,
moment care |-a afectat profund, intruc&t mai presus de mama pe Pamant este doar Dumnezeu.
Tatal sau (Christian), ramas singur la o varsta inca tdnara, s-a recasatorit cu o etnicd ce plecase
dupa razboi din Romania si se stabilise in Germania Federala si in 1972 a parasit si el tara. Dupa
plecarea tatalui si fratele Horst a solicitat autoritatilor vremii plecarea definitiva in Germania si
dupa vreo trei ani de tergiversari si tracasari de tot felul din partea acestora, a reusit in 1980 sa-si
atinga visul impreuna cu Adele sotia sa, si copiii Horst, Udo si Ralf. Ramas intr-un fel singur,
Klaus Battes nu s-a despartit de tara lui, simtind ca si aici se poate realiza profesional, poate sa
aiba o cariera de succes. Si nu s-a ingelat. Din ardelean sadea, a devenit un moldovean “parat”
(cum 1i placea sa spund), alegandu-si de sotie pe Laura Floria, 0 tanara ce provenea chiar din
acest tinut de poveste al tarii. Necazurile insa nu l-au ocolit nici dupa aceea. Primul dintre ele a
fost destramarea in 1982 a Statiunii de la Pangarati; a supravietuit apoi ca prin minune in doua
accidente auto grave; in 1994 i-a fost imposibil sa participe la ceremonia de inhumare a tatalui
sau, nereusind sa obtina in timp util din partea autoritatilor romane aprobarile necesare de intrare
in Germania; n 2011, a suferit un infarct, urmat de o operatie dificila pe cord deschis, care i-au
subrezit serios sanatatea.

Noi toti cei ce -am cunoscut, am pierdut in 5 noiembrie 2021 un bun coleg si prieten, o
personalitate importanta a biologiei romanesti, un cercetator valoros si neobosit, un profesor
respectat de studenti, dar si omul special si echilibrat care a fost Klaus Werner Battes - corect in
relatiile cu semenii, obiectiv, parolist, ingaduitor, gata de a-ti veni in ajutor Tn orice situatie, un
familist desavarsit. Timp de mai bine de doud decenii a fost acaparat de munca de cercetare n
teren si laborator si nu a putut fi zi de zi 1anga ai sai. In toatd aceastd perioada s-a ingrijit insa sa
nu lipseasca nimic sotiei Laura si fiicelor sale Raluca si Karina, de care era mandru de cum au
crescut, au invatat, s-au realizat uman si profesional, de respectul si grija ce o purtau celor ce le-
au adus pe lume. In egald misura i iubea si pretuia pe ginerii sai, Eusebiu si Leonard, fiind
incredintat ca va lasa in urmd o familie frumoasa, unita la bine si la rau. Le era recunoscator
Ralucii si lui Eusebiu pentru grija deosebitd ce i-o purtau, grija datorita careia, consider eu, a
smuls vietii zece ani. L-am simtit de asemenea multumit ca are in familie urmasi si sub un alt
aspect: in cercetare si invatamantul superior - Karina absolvind la Cluj-Napoca aceeasi facultate
ca si el si devenind unul din slujitorii acesteia; iar Malina — nepoata sa, 1i duce mai departe limba
materna pe care o va insusi ca studentd a celei mai vechi universitati a tarii. Pentru Malinut,
cum o alinta el, avea o mare slabiciune. Vorbea adesea despre ea cu multd insufletire, cu
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dragoste nemasurata si admiratia tipicd bunicilor. Cu doua saptamani inainte de a pleca dintre
noi, presimtind probabil ca timpul nu mai are rabdare cu el, Klaus s-a ingrijit sa puna la punct
masina personald pentru a o darui scumpei sale nepoate. Nu-i mai putin adevarat ca si pentru
Malina, bunicul era omul providential, ”Omul -Soare”, cum frumos I-a zugravit intr-un eseu.
Mi-a marturisit ca, pentru ea ”a fost mai mult decét un bunic sau un profesor (la fiecare masa
servitd impreund isi facea loc si o lectie de istorie), mai mult decdt un model, o ,,enciclopedie
umand’.... A fost cel care ma ajuta la orice cu o bucurie frapantd.... Acum, €l este suma tuturor
amintirilor care fac suferinfa un pic mai suportabila, acele amintiri pe care mi le improspdtez
constant ca nu cumva sd uit, sa pierd un zambet sau o fractiune de secundd, In care un bunic isi
priveste mdndru nepoata.”

Tn anii din urma, de fiecare dati cand il intilneam sau vorbeam la telefon, ciuta si ma
obisnuiascd cu gandul ca zilele 1i sunt numarate. Protestam in zadar la auzul spuselor sale,
adesea cu detasare si cu zambetul pe buze, de parca nu ar fi fost vorba despre viata lui. Tncercam
sa-1 incurajez sa-1 determin sa nu se dea batut, sa-1 fac sa uite de problemele de sanatate. Din
pacate, el a avut dreptate, pentru ca simtea prin ce trece, cum stau de fapt lucrurile in privinta
sanatatii, iar eu nu Incetam sa sper cd va iesi din nou invingator. Am fost foarte apropiati ca
familii si prieteni, ma leaga de el multe amintiri frumoase, dar si momente delicate si dificile
parcurse impreund la Pangarati si Bacau, imi devenise ca si un frate, de aceea mi-¢ greu sa admit
cd nu mai este printre noi, ca voi fi privat pe viitor de discutiile lungi si interesante pe teme
diverse, purtate cu el acvea sau prin telefon, de competenta lui nu doar in probleme de biologie,
ci si in cele de istorie nationala si universala

Ma incearca un sentiment apasator cand constat ca jumatate din “floarea cea vestita” a
acelui miracol care a fost cetatea stiintei de la Pangarati s-a ridicat la Cer. Rand pe réand, colegii
si prietenii mi se tot raresC. Orice despartire este grea, dar cele definitive sunt extrem de
dureroase. Nu stiu cum o sa depasesc momentul despartirii de Klaus, dar stiu ca imi va lipsi
enorm, cd am pierdut in el pe cel in care aveam cea mai mare Incredere, prietenul de nadejde in
orice imprejurare, omul pe care am contat mereu vreme de 54 de ani. Oameni de calitatea lui
Klaus Battes se intilnesc tot mai rar in societatea romaneascd. Impreund cu sotia ma rog
Domnului sd gaseasca un loc ales sufletului sau nobil. El se va bucura, atat cat vom trai, de
neuitarea noastra.

28.11.2021

Prof. univ. dr. Gogu Ghiorghita
Membru Titular al Academiei Oamenilor de Stiinta
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